HD: CSST main staging site: Not in anyone’s backyard!

By The New Edinburgh Taskforce


The City of Ottawa awarded the CSST East-West Tunnel contract with the main staging site in the middle of Stanley Park, meaning that all the rock and muck for the entire CSST tunnel is to be removed through New Edinburgh. 

If the current project plan proceeds, the community will be subjected to at least two and a half years of heavy trucking, including a 10-month period when an estimated eight trucks per hour will enter and exit Stanley Park between 7 a.m. and 10 p.m. Much of Stanley Park will be unusable for the duration, toxic soil will be disturbed, and many mature trees removed. It will entail significant environmental degradation and noise pollution, and possible damage to structures within the Heritage Conservation District. The health, safety and heritage of the community are threatened.

Local residents, businesses and park users were not consulted before the contract was awarded. Most community members first learned about it at a meeting on October 27, 2016 in New Edinburgh.

This is not about opposing the CSST, which is an important project. Even without the staging site, CSST will involve major digging in the neighbourhood. However, the majority of the work should not be in anyone’s backyard when there are alternative staging sites available on major truck routes with minimal impact on residential communities. 

	A New Edinburgh Taskforce has been formed with the aim of ensuring that the main staging site for the CSST project is relocated away from Stanley Park, and to minimize the harmful impact of CSST digging on New Edinburgh. The Taskforce was put together by the New Edinburgh Community Alliance (NECA) with other community associations and concerned individuals. 

How can you help?
- 	Sign a petition (see page X) to the City of Ottawa (contact Victoria Walker at 613-744-1625) 
- 	Voice your concern to the following municipal, provincial and federal 	representatives:
Councillor Tobi Nussbaum: tobi.nussbaum@ottawa.ca; 613-580-2483
Mayor Jim Watson: jim.watson@ottawa.ca; 613-580-2496
Nathalie des Rosiers MPP: ndesrosiers.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org; 613-744-4484
Andrew Leslie MP: andrew.leslie@parl.gc.ca; 613-834-1800
- Contact Ann Davis of the New Edinburgh Taskforce at 613-748-5643 to contribute ideas.

For more information, visit newedinburgh.ca and join the conversation at 
[bookmark: _GoBack]facebook.com/groups/NewEdCSST/.
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