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Dear Mr Leslie:

Re:  Location of the primary mucking site for the east-west tunnel of the CSST

We write to follow up our phone conference on December 12, 2016 and our correspondence of December 14, 2016.

As discussed, we are forwarding additional information with respect to the logistics of moving the primary extraction site for the east-west tunnel from Stanley Park/New Edinburgh to an alternative location. A copy of the City’s consultant report (Dec. 20) is attached, for your information and review.

Our community and our engineering consultants are currently reviewing this report and the cost estimates associated with each of the options.  You will note that these are very much “ball park” estimates with a significant margin of error, so in honing in on a preferred alternative mucking-out site, greater precision will be needed. 

The report also lacks any serious analysis of the relative efficiency and residential impact of the trucking routes associated with each of the options. This is obviously a crucial factor in determining a preferred option for the site, and one which we believe should definitively tip the balance in favour of relocating it out of this community.

The City’s consultants indicate that while it is technically feasible to relocate the site and in so doing, to significantly reduce the impact on this community, they suggest that any such move will involve both project delays and incremental costs, and, quite predictably, they recommend against a move. 

Despite the consultants’ conclusion, however, we regard it as the responsibility of the City of Ottawa to move beyond the engineering parameters of project budget and timelines to consider as its first priority the quality of life and health of its citizens in our community. In our view, the projected additional costs of the move are a legitimate and reasonable price to pay for the health, safety and peace of mind of our residents, and we believe that if shared among the three project funders, these costs should be manageable. 

As this is a City project, we will be urging the Mayor to engage with you to discuss options for acquiring the additional funding necessary to re-locate the extraction site, and we hope that you and your staff will play an active role in this process, bearing in mind the very tight project timelines within which decisions must be taken.

As we have emphasized in our earlier communications, our determination to ensure that the primary mucking site is relocated out of New Edinburgh Park is based on several compelling factors:

Incomplete Environmental Assessment (EA): the many negative health impacts on our community were not taken into account by the City’s consultants when they performed the EA in 20XX.  These serious health concerns are summarized in the attached note. 
Total Lack of Consultation: Despite the fact the New Edinburgh is slated to bear the most devastating impact from this project, no attempt was made to adequately inform or engage the community in meaningful consultations at any stage in the process prior to final decisions on project design. A summary of the actual “Consultation” process is attached. 
Feasibility of Mucking Site Relocation: The consultants’ report indicates that it is clearly feasible to relocate the site, and should be financially manageable when the additional costs are distributed amongst the 3 funding agencies (Dec. 20, 2016 technical memo from Stantec/ch2m).

We will continue to keep you informed of our research results, and are pleased to speak with you to address any further questions you may have with respect to our position on this critical issue. We look forward to hearing from you in the near future regarding your discussions with Mayor Watson and his officials on the question of an allocation of the incremental costs of a site relocation among the three level of government.

With many thanks for your time and attention to this issue, which, as you know, is a matter of profound concern to our community,

Yours Sincerely,
Joe Chouinard
Ann Davis

Encls: Dec 20 Stantec/ch2m report
            

