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NECA Board Meeting – 19 Feb 2019
New Edinburgh House, 255 MacKay Street

Present:  Ari Abonyi, Dave Arnold, Ted Bennett, Roslyn Butler, Joe Chouinard, Sean Flynn, Gail McEachern, Cindy Parkanyi
Absent:   Natasha Cappon, Matt DeWolfe, Christina Leadlay, 
Guests:  Oriana (candidate for ward 13 City by-election) and her assistant Christian, Jamie Kwong (candidate for ward 13 by-election) and her assistant Karen Logan, Gosse Bruinsma (Traffic and Safety), Belinda Dawson, Nicole Poitras and Victoria Solan (Park Vision), David Horley
Welcome, approval of minutes and agenda
 
NECA President Cindy Parkanyi welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced the guests.
Cindy noted that due to time pressure that Sean Flynn requested that he be able to give his NECTAR Report early in this meeting. Nicole also requested that the Park Vision report be moved to the top of the reports in the agenda. The agenda was revised accordingly.
Ted Bennett moved that the revised agenda be approved.  Dave Arnold seconded the motion. The motion carried.
Joe Chouinard moved that the Jan 2019 NECA Board meeting minutes be approved, seconded by Ari Abonyi.  The motion carried.
Cindy announced that there was a Federation of Community Associations meeting on Wednesday and asked if anyone would like to attend as she could not. She said it was open to everyone, not just association board members. The topics to be covered included a review of the City road traffic by-laws.
Report from Ward 13 Office:
Tobi Nussbaum’s assistant Laura Mueller is looking after affairs in the former Councillor’s office. No one from the Ward 13 office will attend our NECA Board meeting tonight but Cindy has received an emailed communication from the office instead.
The big news is that there will be a Ward 13 by election on 15 April 2019 to elect a new Councillor. There are already 11 people who have stepped forward to run in this election.  During the period when Ward 13 will be without a councillor our interests will be looked after by the Councillor forf Rideau -Vanier (Matthew Fleury) and by the Councillor for Alta Vista ward.  Laura Mueller is doing her best to manage the everyday requests made by residents.
Ward Election:  To take place on 15 April.
The Community Collective (New Edinburgh, Rockcliffe Park, Lindenlea, Manor Park, Overbrook, Cardinal Glen) got together and interviewed all eleven candidates.  They were asked a set of questions and a summary of their responses will be posted on line. 
Rogers Community television will broadcast a question and answer session on March 7.
NECA will participate in the New Edinburgh/Rockcliffe Park/Lindenlea/Manor Park All Candidates debate to be held at Rockcliffe Park Public school.  Ann Davis has agreed to be our representative.  An organizing meeting will be held next week (28 Feb).
NECA Treasurer, Ted Bennett, indicated that we have enough funds to pay for this one All Candidates debate but he noted that NECA’s ability to support other “All Candidates” debates is limited by finances and manpower. 
Cindy Parkanyi moved that NECA instruct our representative on the All Candidates debate organizing committee that we will only participate if all candidates are invited.  The motion was seconded by Joe Chouinard. The motion was carried.
Discussion followed about the selection of pertinent questions to ask the candidates, how to collect questions from New Ed. Residents, and the format to involve so many candidates fairly.  It was agreed that a very good moderator needs to be appointed.  These suggestions will be passed along to Ann Davis, NECA’s representative. 
Community Group Updates:

NECTAR:  Sean Flynn reported that they are still awaiting the results of the Appeal against the proposed changes to New Edinburgh House.  The appeal has not yet been held due to delays in the process. Until that happens and a decision on granting the appeal, there is no sale of the house.  NECTARr is barely able to continue and now experiencing severe financial stress due to very high heating costs this very long and cold winter.

Sean asked if NECA could make a donation to assist with the huge heating bills.  Treasurer Ted Bennett and President Cindy had a quick discussion as to whether NECA had enough funds in its account to be able to help out and thought NECA could afford about $500.00.

Joe Chouinard moved that NECA make a payment of $500 to NECTAR in lieu of rent (past and present) for our meeting venue. Cindy seconded the motion. The motion carried.
Sean thanked NECA for this generosity.

Sean said he has learned that in the event that the NECTAR house finally sells, about $250,000 will come to the community from a City grant made to New Edinburgh after the sale of the Crichton St. School building to the School of Dance.  Sean has questions now on the process of how to use that money.

Report on 3C’s:  Sean reported for Matt Dewolfe who was absent. The community Hockey Day had a low turnout.  This was possibly due to the extreme cold weather that day. A  Bike Rodeo will be held on April 27.  Children can learn bicycle safety and how to look after their bikes.   Sean said he will bring some of his exotic bikes for people to try out. The annual Plant Sale will be held on May 11 – all day.
Committee/Work Group updates: 
Park Vision:   Nicole Poitras and Vicky Solan reported that they held a meeting with other members of “Friends of the Park”.  The consensus was that most want a ‘return to wilderness’ style of rehabilitation. They discussed holding an event to get everyone interested and offering feedback. Also holding kids’ classes in the park and creating a memorial to Elizabeth Salm were suggested.
The question of whether the remediation budget is just for the footprint of the CSST construction site or for the entire park was asked. The most likely answer is that remediation will be only for the construction footprint. Reinstatement was part of the construction contract and the contractors are responsible for this rehabilitation at the end of the project. It was noted, however, that there appears to be some flexibility in terms of the scope of reinstatement projects (i.e. beyond the construction zone).
Thanks were given to Chris Straka (in absentia) who has helped with plans potential cycle path solutions.
Cindy pointed out that the City would like to see a plan from the community this spring, so they can work out with the contractors what to expect for rehabilitation once construction is completed. Time is now running short for the community consultation to occur and a consolidated “ask” prepared.
Cindy reminded everyone that the next CCMC meeting will be 27 Feb 2019 in the Fieldhouse at 5:30 pm. She encouraged the Friends of the Park/Park Vision team to attend this meeting. 
Traffic and Safety:  Joe Chouinard and Gosse Bruinsma reported.  On-street parking is even more difficult now with large snowbanks.  
Joe noted that in addition to the workday parking by employees of Global Affairs, New Edinburgh streets are now filling up with CSST construction workers’ cars. City plows have not been able to pass along the streets, so the CSST contractors are assisting with plowing and fining their employees for on-street parking. 
A quick review of the parking by-laws, supplied by Laura in the Councillor’s office, showed that on-street parking is for 3 hrs from 7am to 7 pm and is only enforced if there is a complaint. The City will try to conduct a parking violation “blitz” to discourage the offenders. 
The Traffic and Safety Committee has been meeting with Lindenlea community traffic committee regarding the traffic along Beechwood Ave. There are parking difficulties along this street since the re-design/re-construction.  Many businesses located along this “mainstreet” find that customers cannot conveniently park and so drive somewhere else to do their shopping.  They are hoping to find some solutions.
The Traffic committee is still looking for the results of the neighbourhood traffic counts conducted in fall of 2018.
As part of the re-work required around the pedestrian crossing, the City will build a ‘bump-out’ at the corner of Crichton and Electric.
Heritage and Development:  Gail McEachern reporting.  
· A reconstruction of the back of 160 Crichton St. does not need any permission or by-law variance as there will be no change to the existing building ‘footprint’.  As well, the City is not required to inform the community. Gail is undertaking to keep us informed on this reconstruction.
· As noted earlier, 255 MacKay, New Edinburgh House, is still waiting for the appeal hearing.
· The 60 Stanley “re-fresh” of the existing apartment building has not met with the approval of the Heritage & Development Committee.  They have questions about the new façade to be added, and would like to see a better design.
· 227 MacKay - Gail is still asking if there will be a penalty for the unauthorized destruction of the original house structure.  She has had no answer as yet.
· Gail received a request for a resupply of the New Edinburgh History Walking Tour pamphlets from Rideau Hall.  She had more printed for them and will submit the bill to NECA treasurer Ted Bennett.
Beechwood Development:  Ari Abonyi reported
· The property beside “Arturo’s” is once again for sale because the deal with the American investors fell through.  He reported that there has been lots of interest in this piece of land.  He is waiting to hear if a new deal happens.  He would like to be pro-active in putting forth our community views to the developers before they start their planning of the development.
· Regarding the sad state of un-occupied commercial spaces on the street level of the new built Minto condos, he is working on ideas to keep this from happening in future projects.  One idea he learned of was to buy the ground floor as a tenant-run ‘not for profit’ group.
 CCMC Meeting - 27 February

NECA will bring items discussed – Park Vision, flood control, lack of a “flag man” to manage the heavy truck traffic entering Stanley St.
New Business 

Height signage near the Minto Bridges: This was not discussed as Sarah Anson-Cartwright who wanted to report was absent.
Next NECA Meeting/Adjourn

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 19, 2019, at 7:30 p.m.

Ted Bennett moved, seconded by Ari Abonyi that the meeting adjourn.  The motion carried at 9:40 pm.
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