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Minutes 
NECA Board Meeting – 21 Jan 2020
New Edinburgh Field House, 202 Stanley Street

Present:  Ari Abonyi, Dave Arnold, Ted Bennett, Roslyn Butler, Natasha Cappon, Christina Leadlay, Heather Matthews, Gail McEachern, Cindy Parkanyi, Tamara Sorger, Chris Straka
Absent:   Marc Dorgeville, Sean Flynn
Guests:  Katherine Hall (arrived later). No Councillor or assistant.
Welcome, approval of minutes and agenda
             Cindy as President welcomed everyone and said that neither the Councillor nor his assistant could come to this meeting.
             She asked for approval of the revised agenda (with corrected item numbering).  Natasha Cappon moved that the Agenda be approved.  This was seconded by Heather Matthews and approved by all.
             Ted Bennett moved that the NECA Board minutes for 19 Nov 2019 be approved with a correction to the name of a guest listed as being in attendance.  The motion was seconded by Dave Arnold. The motion carried. 

New Minto developments on Beechwood
             Ari Abonyi reported that Kevin Harper- sent by Minto to speak to us, had come early and finding no one at the Field House, left.  Ari reported that Minto is in the process of buying the properties on the south side of Beechwood Ave from Monson cleaners to the Quickie. 
            The Board agreed to invite him again to come and make a presentation at our February Board meeting.
            The Board discussed that the City is permitting development to go ahead with no provision for parking of vehicles.  It was felt that without a large shift in peoples’ travelling habits, there will be many problems with parking crowding the small side streets around these developments.  Ari referred to his project to set up a local shuttle system to serve the neighbourhoods around Beechwood Ave., as one solution to the car parking problem.

            Further discussion followed about the too high cost of rents in the commercial space on the ground floors of these newly built re-developments.  These are points to discuss in our February meeting with Kevin Harper of Minto.

There was no Councillor’s Report

[bookmark: _GoBack]Park Vision
             Nicole Poitras was absent, so Cindy reported instead.  NECA’s latest requests to be submitted by the 24 January 2020.

             Cindy proposed that this document…
“Community Inputs 
      In light of the many consultations as well as Park Vision Working Group discussions with subject matter experts from the City and National Capital Commission (NCC), the following are the key inputs that the community would request that the City, CSST Project Team and the NCC take into consideration for the reinstatement of what was once the jewel of New Edinburgh: 
  The most expressed sentiment during all the various community consultations is the importance of restoring and ensuring the continued maintenance of the natural elements. To this end, the community would request that appropriate consideration of the soil, including planting location, be made, and verified by the NCC specialists, to ensure the viability and appropriateness of the planting material. We also strongly urge the use of natural methods of remediation of the soil (such as the use of mushrooms). To this end we would also like to see a robust maintenance plan. 
  There is continued concern regarding the level of bad odours that may be present in certain areas of the park (particularly near the new odour control facility). A recommendation to consider more fragrant varieties of plantings in and around these areas is put forward. 
  It is understood that continuing access will be required to service/maintain the CSST infrastructure. However, in light of the community’s clear focus on the natural environment, we would request that the minimum amount of hard surfacing be used, and that other “greener” surfacing options be considered wherever possible. Given that the full impact and extent of operations is still somewhat unclear, the community may wish to provide further input once there is better clarity on this aspect. 
  In the most recent revised reinstatement plan, the CSST Project Staff had made a number of adjustments to the original plan, particularly with respect to plantings and geo-textile infrastructure to help mitigate the effects of emergency access to the Rideau River and ice-breaking operations. The community is supportive of the natural mitigation measures – adding trees to restrict the area impacted by the access. However, there was a clear reluctance to put in place any kind of permanent infrastructure (including the geo-textile), as the community’s goal is to see the restoration of the shoreline along the whole length of the park (which would encourage wildlife and help with flood mitigation). 
  Another aspect of the revised plan was the change to the multi-use path. One of the community’s concerns for many years has been the speed of cyclists on the multi-use path and the continued inappropriate use of the pedestrian path (stone dust path along the river) by cyclists. We agree that more curves will help to a certain degree. We would ask that the curve proposed near site 5A be sharper (but not a right angle as was there before the CSST) as that area tends to be a meeting point of many different users of the park. We also would request that, in consultation with the NCC, other mitigation measures be considered, such as changes in surface material and perhaps the addition of a barrier to inhibit cyclists from taking the pedestrian path. 
  The community was also happy to see additional areas where wildflowers seeds will be planted. This will encourage butterflies and other wildlife as well as creating spaces for quiet contemplation, which has been requested by many park users. 
  We noted as well that a bench that is recessed somewhat from the multi-use path was added. We would ask that any other areas where benches are to be reinstated that they also be recessed. Residents also asked that garbage containers NOT be located directly beside the benches. 
  The community has often expressed concerns over the issue of garbage containers and garbage pickup. We would request that, instead of the open garbage containers, that animal-protected closed garbage receptacles be installed. 
  With respect to lighting in the areas of the park (other than around the Fieldhouse), residents have asked that no additional lighting be considered. The desire is to keep the park natural. 
We look forward to having access to the whole of New Edinburgh Park and hope that these recommendations are taken into consideration to ensure that the park once again becomes the natural jewel of New Edinburgh and surrounding areas. We also look forward to continuing to work collaboratively with City staff and the NCC to resolve any issues that may arise from City operations in the park. “
….be approved by the NECA Board using an  ‘e-vote’ during the next couple of days.  Once approved it will be sent to the City and the managers of the CSST Project by January 24, 2020.
Committee/Work group updates:
            Environment:  Tamara Sorger reported they had a meeting last week.  She said that since there is a Provincial By-Election coming soon, they are planning two “All-Candidates” events.  One is to be in Vanier and the other for New Edinburgh, Lindenlea and Rockcliffe and will involve questions on the environment.
           She announced that this Environment Committee holds their meetings at 83 Union St. every 2nd Saturday of the month at 4:00p.m.
           Christina asked Tamara and the Environment group to submit an article to be published in this next edition of the New Edinburgh News (NEN).
           Ari Abonyi said he would send Tamara an article about how Sweden is handling its environmental issues.
Heritage & Development: Gail McEachern reported that the development at 14 Noel is going ahead.         
       Gail McEachern proposed a motion: “NECA will not support the rezoning from R3 to R4 which would allow the developer to build 5 units (instead of proposed 3) in the new building at 14 Noel St.  We view this proposal of “Spot Zoning” to be a dangerous precedent.” 
This motion was seconded by Cindy.  The motion was approved by all.
         Gail has learned that the City is proposing to change the zoning to R4 (from R3) all over the historical areas of the city.  R4 zoning allows for small three to four storey buildings containing up to 12 units to be permitted everywhere.
         Cindy asked Gail to look into this further and report to her so she can ask our Councillor some questions about this.   Gail will also send an item about this to include in the NEN. 

Proposed Relocation of the Bicycle Pathway: Chris Straka said there is nothing to note at the moment.  He has been in contact with Councillor King’s assistant Susan Ong.

Traffic and Safety: Marc Dorgeville is away but sent a report by email: I am unable to attend the NECA meeting tomorrow as I am away until next Sunday. Here are my two reports on 1 Traffic and Safety  and on 2 FCA meeting that I attended.
 
1- The Traffic and Safety committee is still in transition mode. Cindy will  provide us with Joe’s file next week when I am back and I hope to be able to meet with Dave at that time.
 
In the mean time, I met with John Forsey, the traffic and safety committee chair of MPCA. Their big item coming up is of course the renewed interest in the 6th interprovincial bridge. MPCA and NECA have also a common interest in traffic and safety along beechwood and hemlock. We agreed that we will try to meet and communicate with other chairs of traffic and safety in the future for better coordination across all neighbourhoods (Vanier, Wateridge, ...).
 
I also attended a few FCA transportation committee meetings, and most importantly, their Transportation Master Plan workshop back in November 30. 
· Note that some members of that committee are on an advisory panel for the TMP.  Next phase for the TMP (after the initial survey closing this week) will be the release of 5 white papers and some public consultation in March. And then the origin-destination transportation survey. 
· Also, The FCA transportation committee has now one member who sits on an advisory panel for the City Parking Management.
 
2- I also attended part of the last two FCA general meetings. There is no particular item that I see important to report, except maybe an impressive presentation by the director of the Carlington Community Health Centre on the work they do. The CCHC was hosting the December meeting.
 
That’s it for me. If you have any questions on anything above, please let me know.
 
Marc


3C’s
Chris Straka said the Fieldhouse building and the skating rinks are open (weather permitting) all days from 4:00 to 9:00p.m. (with earlier starts on Sat and Sundays).
They are trying to brighten the lighting on the second rink.
     There was some discussion about restricting off-leash dogs from running freely around the children’s play areas.
    
Chris Straka proposed a motion to send a letter to the City formalizing the 3C’s requests on upgrades to the Fieldhouse: 
     “Whereas, the neighbourhood has been given the opportunity to provide a prioritized list of improvements to the New Edinburgh Park Fieldhouse using funds available to the community following NECTAR’s sale of 255 MacKay St and other potential sources within the City of Ottawa’s budget;
     Whereas, the CCC developed a list of recommended improvements to the Fieldhouse that would address the needs of the current users;
      Whereas, the rationale for each improvement recommended by the CCC was described in a letter forwarded to the NECTAR Chairperson and the NECA President 19 November, 2019;
      Whereas, the list of recommended improvements was reviewed by the NECTAR and NECA boards in late 2019;
      Whereas, the public was invited to comment on the list of recommended improvements in December 2019 via email newsletter and an article in the New Edinburgh News; and
      Whereas, no comments concerning the recommended improvements have been received by the CCC;

Now therefore, be it
       Resolved, that the CCC President draft a letter outlining the consultation process that has been completed, the recommended improvements to the Fieldhouse and the rationale for each improvement;
      Resolved, that the list of recommended improvements inside the New Edinburgh Park Fieldhouse include rubber flooring, removable room partition and sound attenuation;
     Resolved, that the list of recommended improvements outside the New Edinburgh Fieldhouse include improved outdoor lighting, bike repair station, outdoor water fountain, animal proof waste receptacles, baseball backstop extension, bike path link;
     Resolved, that the letter be co-signed by the CCC President, the NECTAR Chairperson and the NECA President; and
     Resolved, that the co-signed letter be forwarded to Councillor King before January 31, 2020.”
This motion was seconded by Ari Abonyi.  The motion carried.
Other Business:  
There was no other business.


Next NECA Meeting / Adjourn
The next NECA Board meeting will be 18 February 2020 at 7:30 p.m.
Dave Arnold moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:30. Ted Bennett seconded. Carried.
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